RIBERS &

WATCH PARTY

Our Post will be hosting a
watch party for the Army-
Navy game on December
13 at 2 PM. Come and root
for your team

We will provide a pork loin
meal with sides at halftime.
Several of our chefs have
volunteered their barbeque
and smoking skills with the
pork loin. You will have a
chance to judge who you
believe is best.

Regardless of which uni-
form you wore when you
served or if you didn’t wear
either one, this promises to
be a great day at the Post.
Come join us. The game
starts at 2PM Central Time.

Put on your gear, we will
have a great time.

Post Commander: Cliff Barker
Unit President: Jodi Mann
Squadron Commander: Russ Belz
Chapter Director: Doug Sargent

www.ameslegionpost37.com
www.ialegion.org
www.iowaala.org
www.ialegion.org/riders

MORTGAGE
FUNDRAISER

P A fundraising
\/}f?—\ drive kicked off
) in  November

bonare for the remod-
eling loan. That
- loan comes

due on Decem-
ber 15 and must be re-
newed. We already know
that the interest rate on the
renewed loan will be about
3% higher than the current
rate.

Knowing that, we need to
reduce the amount to be
renewed subject to that new
rate. That is where you can
help. Your donation now will
reduce that amount.

An anonymous  donor
pledged $1,550, equal to
the current monthly pay-
ment if that amount was
matched by others. Send
your donation to the Post at
225 Main earmarked to Fi-
nance Officer Randy Freel.
You can help, please do.

Membership Update
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SERVICE OFFICE
LEGISLATION

An extremely important
piece of legislation will
come before the lowa Sen-
ate in January. That legisla-
tion would appropriate
$250,000 in matching grant
funding for the Veterans
Service Organizations to
expand their service office
staff.

If passed, it would allow The
American Legion to go from
3 service officers to 4. That
is an important step not just
for The American Legion
but for all of lowa’s veter-
ans.

We need everyone to con-
tact their lowa State Sena-
tor and ask them to support
HF 1000 when it comes be-
fore the Senate.

You can find your Senator’s
contact information at
www.leqgis.iowa.gov/legislat
ors/find. Enter your address
in the box and Search.

—102

Membership continues to grow
but the work never ceases. We
need every eligible veteran and
family member to join. You can
see above one of the important
items we are working on with
the Legislature.

Every voter can have an effect
on that issue, not just Legion-
naires. Help us with that and
then if you have not renewed,
do that.

Remember, if there is an Ameri-
can flag at your neighbor’s
house, odds are a veteran’s
family lives there. Ask them.
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AMES LEGION FAMILY IN ACTION

Post Commander Cliff’s Comments

Good news if you hadn't noticed! The
area of brick work was repaired, and
the window soon will be. | know that
both have needed attention for some
time and | am proud of how the Legion
family stepped up to get them taken
care of.

Many thanks to Old World Masonry and
Reflections Glass. | foresee more work
going to these two companies. We were
treated with respect and understanding
of our situation, and | tip my hat to
them.

Another proud moment was how many
of you chose to attend the "all hands"
meeting last month. Not all of the infor-
mation was sunshine and rainbows, but
it was information that needed to be
shared.

My request for ideas and ways to im-
prove our situation was taken to heart.

It's cookie fair time, December 13 from
7:00 am to 11:00 am. You may have
gotten a call to help bake some cook-
ies. Thanks to all that were able to do-
nate. Please drop off all donations at
the post on December 12th by 8 PM.

This is a fundraiser for the Unit. With
prices going up, we had no choice but
to raise the price of our cookie boxes.
You still fill the box you pay for with all

All of you that had suggestions then,
and have taken the time to get my at-
tention since, thank you. We will be
implementing some of these ideas
soon, Together we are stronger than
any of us alone.

One request was to have more of these
type of meetings, possibly quarterly. We
will have a follow up "actions taken"
meeting likely in January after the holi-
day season. The intent will be what
actions have been taken, the mortgage,
and continuing our efforts towards 225
Main St.

As | said at the meeting, I'm in awe of
everything this old building has seen.
We should make sure we do the right
thing for it.

Speaking of the right thing, We will be
hosting a watch party again for the Ar-
my-Navy Game on the 13th. We will

Unit President Jodi’s Comments

the goodies that will fit in the box.

We will have a donation box at the post.
We are collecting hats and mittens that
will be donated to elementary school
children.

Christmas time will be here before you
know it. We have a military family that
needs our help this Christmas. There
will be have a wishing tree for the family
at the post. Please have all donations at

have a sampling of individual pork loins
prepared by various volunteers. Yes it's
a cook-off contest! Come hungry, we're
expecting several different types and
flavors.

If your interested, we have room for a
couple more chef creations. We will
supply the pork loin, you just supply
your chef's expertise. Other shared
tailgate snacks are always welcome!

| know it would seem that everything is
happening on Dec 13th. There's the
SAL Breakfast, ALA Cookie Fair, ALR
and Wreaths, and Army-Navy Football,
| hope to see you all at as many of the
events as you can.

Thank you all for keeping the "family" in
the Ames Legion Family. If | don't see
you before then, Merry Christmas, and
have a wonderful holiday season.

the post by December 17th.

We are still collecting pennies for our
penny war. The war ends in February at
Midwinter Conference.

This month there is a lot of things we
are asking for help with. As they say ftis
the season’, | would like to say thank
you for all the support we get all year
long from our American Legion family.

Thank you.

Squadron Commander Russ’s Comments

Greetings from all of the members of
the Sons of the American Legion
(S.A.L.) Well, | hope you each had a
warm and satisfying Thanksgiving,
spent with family and friends. [I've
heard it said that friends are the family
you get to choose. | think that is so
true. We like to consider our Post as a
family made up of the four organiza-
tions, the Legion, Auxiliary, Sons, and
Riders. And in many ways we are just
like a family. We sometimes have our
squabbles. But, in the end we work
together for the greater good of our
Post, Community, State, Nation, and
most importantly our Veterans.

Our Squadron, for example, is made up
of approximately 188 individuals (if we
collect all of our dues for renewal mem-
berships) yet there are only a handful of
families represented in that member-
ship. The rest of us are friends that
have chosen to be a part of the Legion
Family. We enjoy the camaraderie, and
the satisfaction of working together to
reach common goals.

If you consider attending meetings, and
volunteering to be the requirements to
be considered “active”, in most cases,
only one family member is active. The
rest of our membership are dues paying
members. Maybe some of you have
thought about getting more involved.
Maybe you haven’t thought about it, but
would be willing to be more involved if
asked. Well, | am asking.

What would you like, or be willing, to do
to help make our Post and organiza-
tions be better and help us serve our
Veterans, and our community with
pride? We have several ways you can
help still this year. December 13" is a
big day at the Post. The Sons (S.A.L.)
will be hosting a Biscuits and Gravy
breakfast, from 7:00 to 11:00 am. If you
can help, give me a call at 515 460
8509, and leave a message if | can'’t
answer. The Auxiliary will be having
their annual Cookie Fair at the same
time. Then at 11:00 the Riders will be
conducting the Wreaths Across Ameri-
ca event. The Riders, and volunteers,

will be laying a wreath of remembrance
on each veteran’s grave in Ames Mu-
nicipal Cemetery. There are nearly
2000 wreaths to be placed, so your help
would be greatly appreciated. These
men and women may be gone, but we
will never forget them.

Do you have a special skill or trades
experience that you would be willing to
donate and share with our Post. Or,
maybe you are willing to offer your labor
for specific projects. Let’'s talk about
how we can work together to save mon-
ey while making improvements or re-
pairs at the Post.

On Tuesday, December 9" at 6:30 pm
we will have our regular Sons of the
American Legion meeting. Please join
us. | hope to see you there.
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Clubroom News

Season’s Greetings!! We hope that
everyone enjoyed a safe and Happy
Thanksgiving. We have lots of activities
going on around the Post this month.
We hope you are able to join us for
some of our activities. The clubroom
will be open from 12-6pm on Christmas
Eve and will be closed on Christmas
Day. Our clubroom hours will remain
the same but if lowa State has an earli-
er basketball game we will open early
for you to come watch with us. We are
able to stream ESPN+ so you can come
watch at the Post if you don’t get that at
home.

As the year comes to a close, we are
just giving you a friendly reminder that
YSS is nice enough to allow us to use
their parking lot on the evenings and on
weekends. Please do not park in the lot
before 5pm on weekdays and if they
are having a special event.

Curbside Meals: Call Clubroom, 232-
9870, anytime after 2pm for pickup
between 5-6:30pm

Wed. Dec 3-Chicken Noodles
Wed. Dec 10-Meatloaf
Wed. Dec 17-Ham Balls

Check our Weekly Update and our Fa-
cebook page for additional items and
more info. With how the holiday’s fall
we will not be having a meal on the 24"
or the 31°.

Friday, Dec.19 - Join us for our annual
Ugly Christmas Sweater Party and
Quarterly Drawing Night. Wear your
favorite Christmas sweater, bring a
snack to share and enjoy some Christ-
mas cheer with friends. The first draw-
ing will be at 5:30pm. If you have been
signed in at least half the time on our
weekly drawing then you are eligible to
win. You must be present to win so we
hope to see you.

December 24" the Clubroom will be
open from 12-6pm. If you have never
joined us on Christmas Eve, please do.
We have so much fun and cheer.
Please note that we will be closed on
Christmas Day.

Save the Date: January 1 for our an-
nual Chili cook-off!!

Kudos to all that
T“ANK YOU help keop tings

running  in

Clubroom and

make it so we are

able to have some

great events. Russ
and Vicki Belz, Bill Donovan, Tom
Fowler, Julie Rinard, Mike and Sandy
Deacon, Addi Donovan, Corinne Klaver,
Rodger VanVoorhis, Greg Hobbs, Paul
Madson, Colten Christiansen, Marty
and Jo Kelly, John and Lynn Sellmeyer,
Chris Duncan and the entire fish fry
crew.

JSSP Club Tournament and Fundraiser

Post #37’s JSSP club held it's
inaugural invitational match on
November 8 at the Ames |zaak @&
Walton League. The match was
attended by 22 competitors from S
three clubs: Ely, Swisher and
Ames. The Overall winner of the match
was Cael Olson of Swisher.

From Ames, the seven competitors
were: Marc Gourley (5th Place Interme-
diate Junior), Noah Helming (2nd Place
Intermediate Junior), Trigg Utter (5th
Place Sub Junior), Tom Utter (3rd Place
Intermediate Junior), Lucas Hadsall,
Zac Hadsall (2nd Place Junior), Kenna

B E Lederhouse Nikolai Zellner, and

The competltor categories were
Junior (17-18), Intermediate Jun-
ior (15-16) and Sub Junior ( 14
and under).

Post #37’s JSSP club also raised mon-
ey for itself by working at the November
15 Ames Free Yard Waste Day. The
club has been doing this fund raising
event for a number of years now with
funds going towards equipment and
supplies. Thanks to the volunteers that
make that possible by working.

lowa Legionnaire Goes Dark

The lowa Legionnaire print publica-
tion has been discontinued due to rising
printing and postage costs and declin-
ing membership revenue.

That combination of increasing costs
and decreasing income has forced this

change. The Department leadership
knows that many members depend on
printed communication but this change
has become necessary.

The department is exploring alterna-
tives to replace the current format.
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Legion Riders

At our last meeting our Riders Group
was acknowledged by the American
Legion Veterans & Children Founda-
tion, for our generous gift to the 1919
Society.

Since 1925, more than $30 million dol-
lars has been distributed to disabled
veterans and children of those who
have served this nation. Our Riders
group contributions since 2020 have
qualified us for the bronze level.

We will be having our year end chili
feed and election of officers at our De-
cember meeting at the post. Please
bring a side, snack, or dessert to share.
Table service will be provided.

Now that all the hoo-ha is done, now is
the time to get your bike in and check
for any wear and tear that your motor-
cycle may have incurred and install any
new parts.

From Denise and |, we wish you and
yours a very Merry Christmas. Have a
safe and happy holiday.

Juniors in Action

In November,
two Junior mem-
bers of the Auxil-
y iary participated
in the Veteran’s
Day program at
City Hall. Avary
Jones and Ne-
veah Johnson welcomed attendees with
small flags and later led the Pledge of
Allegiance. These were both new addi-
tions to the program and were well re-
ceived.

We also had a Junior member of the
SAL, assist with the Culvers fundraiser
running food out to patrons. Thank you
all for your contributions and showing
your patriotism!

On December 7, the Junior members
are all welcome to join Avary and Ne-
veah as they serve a soup, sandwich
and dessert to Bingo players for $6.
Servers, please arrive by 3:30 and we
plan to serve until Bingo sales begin.
Funds raised will be used to help with
expenses for their registration to Junior
Camp in June.

In January, we will feature a service
and movie night for any Junior's mem-
bers. The movie hasn’t been decided
yet, but there will be pizza and caffeine
free drinks served along with plenty of
popcorn! Look for more details to come
in the January Newsletter.
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